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UNH Research Finds About One-Third of
Medicaid Recipients A ected by Potential
Work Requirement
Thursday, July 6, 2017
DURHAM, N.H. – About three in 10 Medicaid recipients could be a ected by a potential work requirement, a share that is similar in rural and urban places,
according to researchers at the Carsey School of Public Policy at the University of New Hampshire.
Among Medicaid recipients a ected, the majority worked at least part of the previous year or were motivated to work but could not find a job. This was slightly
higher in rural places than in urban (83.4 vs. 78.7 percent).
As state policymakers consider Medicaid-related work requirements, it is worthwhile to consider the administrative costs of implementing this kind of waiver
alongside the benefits of cost savings associated with reducing Medicaid rolls, and the expenses related to increasing the uninsured low income population,” the
researchers said. “In both rural and urban places, legislators should consider whether the consequences to families losing health insurance coverage outweigh the
relative benefits of enforcing work requirements.”
View the full report here: https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/3-in-10-medicaid (https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/3-in-10-medicaid). The research was
conducted by Andrew Schaefer and Jessica Carson, research scientists in the Vulnerable Families at the Carsey School.
The Carsey School of Public Policy conducts research, leadership development, and engaged scholarship relevant to public policy. They address pressing
challenges, striving for innovative, responsive, and equitable solutions at all levels of government and in the for-profit and nonprofit sectors.
The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
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